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by Norman Fay


 


The might of the Russian and German Olympic teams could not take away the glory of a win for Queensland rider Glenn Chadwick, when he won the Nortas Tour of Tasmania in Hobart today (Sunday).





In what was expected to be a duel between Chadwick and Russian cyclist Vladimir Karpets, petered out to be a tame win for the gutsy 23-year-old from Rockhampton, who with his nearest rival finished in the back on a criterium circuit which saw Victorian rider Troy Clake and Tasmanian Nathan Clarke lap the field.





Troy Clarke (Jayco VIS) won the stage, with Clarke (Praties-Tasmanian Institute of Sport) second, and a bunched finish for third was shared between a dozen riders.





However, Chadwick stamped his authority on the Nortas Tour victory by also being the overall sprint winner, for his Peugeot-Berri team. Team mate Robert Tighello, also of Victoria, who finished overall third in the t9our behind Chadwick and Karpets, also took our the King of the Mountain.





Racing today was a one-hour criterium on a tight street circuit on historic Salamanca Place adjacent to Hobart’s docks.





The lapping Clarkes took the sting out of the race, and with the Olympics now less than two weeks away, the Russian and Germans respected the tight corners, ensuring there were no spills leading up to racing for the ultimate prize - a Gold Medal in Sydney.





Nortas Tour of Tasmania director John Trevorrow claimed that the five-day race, which started last Wednesday in Devonport, on Tasmania’s north-wets coast, was the best Tour of Tasmania in the modern era.





“Having the Russians and Germans compete gave the race that extra edge, and the world-beating operformance from home-state hero Danny Clark, at 49 years of age, gave it extra drama,.” said Trevorrow.





“The performance of Chadwick and Tighello shows that Australian cycling is world class,” added Trevorrow, who expects to stage the 2001 Nortas Tour of Tasmania in November, next year.





Tour of Tasmania Website: impactservices.net.au/nortastour





Stage Results: 1st Glenn Chadwick (Peugeot-Berri) Qld; 2nd Vladimir Karpets (Milo-Russia); 3rd Robert Tighello (Peugeot-Berri) Vic ; 4th Sergey Klimov (Milo-Russia); 5th Ashley Humbert (Don Smallgoods) WA; 6th Robert Bartko (Skilled-Germany) .





TOUR OVERALL: Glenn Chadwick (Peugeot-Berri) Qld 15hr 54min 13sec; Vladmir Karpets (Milo-Russia) +18sec; Robert Tighello (Peugeot-Berri) Vic +55sec; Sergey Klimov (Milo-Russia) +1min.38sec; Vladislav Borissov (Milo-Russia) +4.38sec; Denis Smyslov (Milo-Russia) +4.50; Christian Lademann (Tasmania-International) Germany +8.27; Ashley Humbert (Don Smallgoods) WA + 8.45; David McPartland (Jayco-VUIS) Vic +9.14; Karl Menzies (Nortas) +9.25.





SPRINTS, OVERALL FINAL: Glenn Chadwick (Peugeot-Brerri) 15, Karl Menzies (Nortas), Tas 12; Christian Lademann (Tasmania-International), Germany 8.





KING OF THE MOUNTAIN, OVERALL FINAL: Glenn Chadwick (Peugeot-Berri) Qld 20; Robert Boag (Jayco-VIS), Vic 11; Vladimir Karpets (Milo-Russia) 11; Robert Tighello (Peugeot-Berri) Vic 7.





